Implantation of rectal cancer cells in a fistula in ano: report of a case.
We report a case of implantation of tumor cells within a fistula in ano. A 36-year-old man with a 16-year history of an anal fistula underwent an operation for rectal carcinoma. Three weeks later, the anal fistula was resected. A histological examination of the specimen showed atypical cells; moreover, rectal carcinoma had proliferated in the granulation tissue lying underneath the intact squamous epithelium. Because there was no continuity to the rectal carcinoma or the anal glands, we diagnosed implantation of rectal cancer cells in a fistula in ano.